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Gender Socialization
There is a varying expectations from institutions of family, school, and the media regarding how boys and girls should portray their attitude and behaviors. Gender Socialization is critical in influencing gender inequalities in workplaces, schools at all stages in life. Gender socialization is a practice in which young people are taught about social expectations from their environment, attitudes and how to behave under certain circumstances.
Media impacts greatly on children and teenager’s lives. A good example is that Televisions portray a perfect body figure for a girl to be tall and thin. This could even contribute to eating disorders among young girls who feel pressured to be perfect. Some programs in the media also teach norms that people are expected to follow. Social media platforms additionally contribute to unhealthy life competition among the youth (Lawson et al., 2015)
In schools, for example, Gender-Neutral Bathrooms issue and LGBT rights have been an issue for a long time experienced even in public schools and throughout the states for a long time (Porta et al., 2017). The Fourth Circuit at some point had to rule on the issue of the Grimm versus Gloucester Country School Board case that involved a boy’s freedom of using the boys’ bathroom. Gavin Grimm was a transgender boy aged sixteen and suffered from gender dysphoria. During the treatment, the therapist recommended that Grimm needed to live I according to his identity by all means possible to ensure smooth recovery from the disorder which would include him using the most appropriate bathroom. Previously, Grimm was permitted to use the boys’ bathroom which raised an issue when some parents began to raise complains. The institution held various meetings regarding the issue as well as debates. A policy was then issued that from then henceforth the restrooms and locker rooms in the school would be limited to the students according to their biological genders and those who presented serious cases of gender identity issues would have to use the alternative private facilities. Grimm identified as a male but had not undergone sex reassignment surgery at the time, so the policy grouped him as female. The institution gave an alternative of a gender-neutral restroom serving as the girl’s bathroom alternative which Grimm or anybody else could use without limitations of gender. Consequently, the ACLU presented a lawsuit against the institution on behalf of Grimm claiming that its policy was against the Title IX regarding the 1972 Educational Amendments Act by discriminating students by sex in the schools getting federal funding. They stated that Grimm is allowed to use the boy’s restroom and also be allowed a preliminary injunction for using it as the case continued in the court (Philips, 2017).
Gender norms are initialized in a child from the family setup. Certain colors like pink are preferred for items and clothes bought for baby girls while blue is mainly for boys. Boys are also given different types of toys like cars while girls get dolls. Also when people describe little girls they prefer using their appearance as opposed to little boys where they use their abilities and activities (Merla, 2019).
In conclusion, gender socialization affects children and teenagers more compared to the intensity in adults. Media exposure, family as well as schools are the main institutions that contribute to gender socialization among young people. The issue of moral and privacy restrictions in the restrooms give light to the existing problems and sensibilities to that gender socialization can have. The concerns for privacy erosions at the present times continue to be lamented globally.
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